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The action of the President was subjected to sharp criti-
until the final verdict was rendered but he was able
to retain his equanimity under it, as his private corre-
spondence shows.   On May 6, 1902, he sent this letter of
introduction to the Attorney General:

"This is my good friend, Mr. Smalley, a correspondent

of the London Times.   I want him to have a talk with you,

in New York he lives at the Metropolitan Club and

largely the gentlemen who since the merger suit

crossed themselves at the mention of our names.*'

On June 3, 1902, he wrote to General James EL Wilson:
"I am sorry that the financial men should be tempted to
criticize me but I have never been more certain of anything
that I was right in taking the actions which they crit-
icize.   It is above all to the interests of the men of great
that the people at large should understand that they
have to obey the law."

Following closely upon the decision in favor of the Gov-

by the St. Paul Circuit Court, the Attorney Gen-

on May 10, 1902, began proceedings against the Beef

Trust, filing a petition to restrain it in the United States

Circuit Court of the Northern District of Illinois.   A deci-

In favor of the Government was rendered by this court

on May 26,1903, and affirmed by the Supreme Court of the

United States on January 31, 1905.    Other similar suits

of           importance were instituted at this time and won

by the Government.    During the years following-  1903,

were others of large importance instituted and won

by the Government.

When, in April, 1903, the Supreme Court of the United

rendered its decision upholding the New York Fran-

Tax Law, the news of the court's action reached Pres-

Roosevelt while he was on a speaking tour in the

West.   He expressed his natural gratification in a letter

to Secretary Knox, which is notable also for its reference